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general officer at its head. I regard its work as the most im-
portant in your ministry, and you give it the least attention.
I also gave you orders, before I left, to send on to Mayence
the 88 officers from Spain; but you have done nothing of the
sort, nor have you even sent a list of them to the Prince of
Neuchatel, the Duke of Valmy, or myself. I badly need
these officers: there is a big gap without them: it would
not have been much trouble to send me the list. I don't know
where these men were sent, or where they are now, or what
they are doing.

[CoRRBSp., xxv, 19915. Napoleon spent the winter of 1812-13
reorganising his forces. By the end of April he had mobilised a new
army of some 225,000 men. It was mainly French, but of poorer
quality than ever before.]
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PUNISHING HAMBURG

TO THE PRINCE OF NEUCHATEL, MAJOR-GENERAL OF THE
GRAND ARMY

WALDHEIM, May 7, 1813.

. . . THE Prince of Eckmiihl must move at once on
Hamburg, occupy the town, and order General Vandamme
into Mecklenburg. Here are his instructions.

He is to arrest summarily all citizens of Hamburg who
have served as * Senators of Hamburg.5 He is to court-
martial the five chief culprits among them, and have them
shot. The rest he will send to France, under strong escort,
in order that they may be incarcerated in a state prison.
He must sequestrate their property, and declare it confisca-
ted: their houses, landed property, and so forth will fall into
the crown domains. He is to disarm the whole town, shoot
the officers of the Hanseatic Legion, and dispatch to France
all who have enlisted in that regiment, in order that they
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